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Statement to Town Governments 

I am an island native and a military veteran. I served as a Navy SEAL for six years, which included a 

combat deployment to Afghanistan. I have never directly involved myself in local, state, or national 

politics. However, the state and local governments’ usurpation of power during this crisis has alarmed 

me enough to act. I will be organizing a small peaceful demonstration on Martha’s Vineyard this 

Wednesday, April 22. 

Our Mission is to re-open the economy and restore freedom in our towns. We recognize that the novel 

Coronavirus poses a unique threat to our island. However, we believe our community – if set free – can 

be trusted to take responsible actions to navigate these dangerous times together.  

The state and local business bans have devastated our island. Local businesses are closing their doors – 

some for the last time. Unemployment claims have skyrocketed. Small business owners, independent 

contractors, and undocumented workers have suddenly found themselves with no income and unable 

to apply for unemployment benefits. The Island Food Pantry is setting new records every week for most 

families served. Our governments have forced our neighbors to the brink of financial and emotional 

ruin. This collateral damage in the war on coronavirus is unacceptable.  

We trust that our business community can fight the coronavirus in collaboration with our healthcare 

community; but we must recognize that these two communities are interdependent and that one 

should not dominate the other. Businesses can make efforts to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus in 

the workplace with the guidance of medical professionals. Our community can – and should – support 

the elderly and the vulnerable by providing them with services if they wish to self-isolate. But we can’t 

destroy our village in order to save it. We can’t toss aside the principle of liberty if we hope to preserve 

it for posterity. The foundation of a free society is a responsible citizenry. We must trust our neighbors 

and act in co-operation, without the medieval use of coercion. We must give our families a fighting 

chance to survive.   

I appreciate that the towns are considering easing the construction ban to allow 1 and 2 man crews on 

April 27th. This is a step in the right direction, but our island needs a rapid restoration of freedom. We 

ask that our town governments remove all recently enacted restrictions on business and freedom. We 

ask that our town governments allow all island businesses affected by state and local orders to re-open. 

Finally, since the threat of the Coronavirus will endure beyond this shutdown, we ask that our towns will 

not take impulsive action to destroy our local economy again. Let's work together as a community to 

protect the vulnerable and combat the Coronavirus. We can adapt our response as new information 

becomes available but severing the economic lifelines of our neighbors out of an “Abundance of 

Caution” is not a responsible course of action. 

Kenny MacDonald 
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Sticky Note
Emailed as attachment to Edg town administrator, James Hagerty, with request that he forward it to other town administrators, which he did.


